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FINAL GUIDELINES BEFORE HIRING A REMODELER 
 
You’re almost there, but there are a few final steps before taking the plunge. 
  
Ask yourself if you feel comfortable with the remodeler and confident that this company 
will do the work according to your plans, budget, and specifications. 
  
If you are satisfied with the answers to your questions, ask for a written estimate of the 
work to be done based on a set of plans and specifications. Be prepared to pay for this 
package. If the estimated cost of the project is more than you can afford, see if you can 
trim something from the project or postpone part of it so you can still work with a 
professional remodeler. 
  
Ask the remodeler to explain the plans and specifications and company procedures to 
you. For instance, once construction begins, how does the company handle changes to 
the initial design, choice of materials, or schedule. If you compare your estimate with 
another, be sure each one is based upon the same set of plans, specifications, and 
scope of work. If your remodeler suggests any deviations, ask the remodeler to present 
them as options separate from the main proposal. 
  
Find out whether the remodeler uses a detailed, written contract that protects both of you 
and that complies with local, state, and federal laws. The contract must spell out the 
work that will and will not be performed and provide a fair payment schedule. 
  
Select the remodeler with a track record of a variety of excellent projects and plenty of 
experience with your type of project. Beware of an exceptionally low price. 
  
If you have completed all the steps on how to evaluate a remodeler, congratulations! You 
can now choose with confidence the best professional home contractor for your home. 
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